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Insistent, Liddon coined the phrase the " Italian
Mission " to suggest the foreign origin and foreign
allegiance of the Roman Church. But it became
a little preposterous to describe a Church as an
" Italian Mission " when its Cardinal Archbishop
emphasised his British citizenship by a keen and
independent interest in public affairs, and had
added immensely to the prestige of his Church
by becoming the recognised champion of the poor.
Manning gained for the Church of Rome a
widespread and almost national respect, which it
certainly did not have before. Despite the exist-
ence in England of a considerable number of
Roman Catholics, members of families that had
never changed their allegiance, the Roman
Church was, and to a considerable extent still is,
alien in this country. The large majority of its
poor adherents were, and are, Irish, a large
majority of its secular priests were Irish forty years
ago, and the old English Roman Catholics, led
by Roman Catholic peers, were fearful of any-
thing that would stir up Protestant fanaticism
and render their own positions uncomfortable.
They by no means welcomed the conversion of
Newman in 1845. The last thing that they
wanted was to have the limelight turned on them
and their Church. It is one of the ironies of the
religious history of the nineteenth century that